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Spring Tasks for Beef Cattle Producers 

Source: Les Anderson, Extension Beef Specialist  

Rural Kentucky pastures are beginning to show off spring calves. For cattle producers, this brings in a new cycle of farm 

management. Farmers have a lot to remember to ensure healthy calves and to successfully rebreed cows.  

Observe spring calves closely, checking them at least twice a day. Check first-calf heifers even more. Be ready to assist heifers after one to 

two hours of hard labor or 90 minutes after the ‘water bag’ is visible. Be prepared to dry and warm chilled calves as soon as 

possible. Remember that each calf should get colostrum within an hour of birth.  It’s also important to begin identifying calves with ear 

tags or tattoos while they are still young and easy to handle. Record the birthdate and the dam ID. Castrate and implant commercial male 

calves as soon as possible and weigh registered calves within the first 24 hours of birth.  Go ahead and separate cows that have calved 

and increase their feed. Supplemental energy is important for cows receiving hay to prepare them for rebreeding. A 1,250-pound cow 

giving approximately 25 pounds of milk per day will need about 25 pounds of fescue hay and five pounds of concentrate daily 

to maintain good condition. To go from a condition score of 4 to 5, add an additional two pounds of concentrate to support that 

cow. Cows must be in good condition to conceive early in the upcoming breeding season. Avoid feeding hay in excessively muddy areas 

of pastures to avoid contaminating cows’ udders. Calf scours is something to watch for in the herd. If scours becomes a problem, move 

cows that have not calved to a clean pasture.  Calves with scours may become dehydrated and need fluids to reverse the 

situation. Consult your veterinarian and send fecal samples to the UK Veterinary Diagnostic Lab to determine the most effective drug 

therapy.   

Plan to vaccinate calves for clostridial diseases like blackleg and malignant edema as soon as possible. It’s also a good time to get yearling 

measurements on bulls and heifers, if necessary, for special sales. You may need to increase bulls’ feed to increase their conditioning for 

breeding or order semen if you plan to use artificial insemination.   

Prepare for Poison Hemlock Control  

 

Now is the time to be on the lookout for patches of poison hemlock. Last year we received many 

questions about this invasive weed but often it was a little too late to effectively treat it. Once this 

weed begins to flower, it is much harder to control. The main goal at that time is to prevent it from 

seeding widely. This plant is dangerous if ingested or if plant sap finds it way into eyes, broken skin, 

mouth, or nose. Mowing or using a string trimmer in hot weather can cause fine particles to be 

airborne, causing a contact risk. Poison hemlock is a biennial so digging the roots out is not 

necessary. Disturbing the soil can bring new seeds to the surface for germination. 

If you start now, you will be able to prevent this weed from going to seed and spreading further. Look for the ferny low-growing foliage in 

areas where you saw it growing last year and in nearby areas that have open patches of ground. The stems will be smooth and have some 

reddish spotting. Now is the time to plan herbicide sprays, mowing, or solarization to keep these plants in check and prevent flowering. 

When the plant is actively growing and following package directions, spray the young foliage with an herbicide containing 2,4-D or 

Triclopyr which are selective broadleaf herbicides. Glyphosate can also be used but is non-selective and will kill most other plants if 

sprayed as well. Repeated mowing from April through mid-July can reduce seed production. Solarization can be effective but requires that 

plastic tarp be left on the area for close to 2 months during warm weather in some cases. If you have questions, contact the Cooperative 

Extension for more information about managing poison hemlock and other horticulture topics. 
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Help Eliminate those Invasive Pear Trees Please! 

Very soon, in northern Kentucky, you will be seeing clouds of white flowering trees 

lining the local highways, and while they may look beautiful, these plants are far 

more sinister in their habit. Callery pear (Pyrus calleryana)--often called Bradford 

Pear—"grows rapidly and is adapted to a wide variety of environmental conditions. It 

has spread along power lines and rights of way; in fields, parks, and other natural 

open areas; and in the understory of forests and woodlands.” (MDC) 

“A single wild tree can spread quickly by seed and vegetative means, often forming dense thickets within several years and 

outcompeting native plants. In forested settings, it leafs out earlier than our native trees, effectively shading out spring 

wildflowers.” (MDC) By helping to remove and control populations of this plant, you can help native species stay competitive in 

their local environment. 

CONTROL RECOMMENDATIONS 

Remove Small Trees 

“In areas with light infestation, remove small trees by hand when the soil is moist, with care taken to remove the entire root. When 

too numerous, foliar spraying with a 2 to 5 percent systemic herbicide solution of glyphosate or triclopyr can be utilized in mid to 

late summer.” (MDC) 

Cut Medium to Large Trees 

“Medium to large trees should be cut down and stumps treated immediately with herbicide to prevent re-sprouting. Effective 

herbicides include glyphosate and triclopyr at a 25 to 50 percent solution. 

Less labor intensive control options include basal bark treatment and girdling. 

Use basal bark treatment for trees up to 6 inches in diameter by applying a 1:5 ratio of the ester formulation of triclopyr and basal 

oil in a 12-inch wide band around the entire circumference of the tree base. 

Herbicide uptake is most successful in late winter/early spring or during the summer. 

Mature trees can be girdled during the spring and summer, by cutting through the bark around the entire trunk, 6 inches above the 

ground.” 

Plant Alternative Native Trees 

“Instead of landscaping with Callery pear, we recommend planting a variety of other small trees, especially natives, such as: 

American plum (Prunus americana), Flowering dogwood (Cornus florida), Eastern redbud (Cercis canadensis), Hawthorn (Crataegus 

spp.), Serviceberry (Amelanchier arborea), etc. “ 

To show our commitment to removing this species, you can pick up an extra free tree at the Kenton County cooperative 

extension tree seedling giveaway if you show us a photo of your cut down pear tree! Details in flyer.  

Information sourced from the Missouri Department of Conservation (MDC) 

https://mdc.mo.gov/trees-plants/invasive-plants/callery-pear-control#:~:text=Medium%20to%20large%20trees%20should,basal%
20bark%20treatment%20and%20girdling.  

https://mdc.mo.gov/trees-plants/invasive-plants/callery-pear-control#:~:text=Medium%20to%20large%20trees%20should,basal%20bark%20treatment%20and%20girdling
https://mdc.mo.gov/trees-plants/invasive-plants/callery-pear-control#:~:text=Medium%20to%20large%20trees%20should,basal%20bark%20treatment%20and%20girdling
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